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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 8080 

USDOC FOR BEWT/TDAD AND BEWT/USSR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEWT, EIND, UR 

SUBJECT: WILL THE HAMBURGER COME TO MOSCOW? 

REF: MOSCOW 5972 

1 . JOHN I. HUHS, COUNSEL IN LAW OFFICES OF SAMUEL 
PISAR, WHICH ARE REPRESENTING MCDONALD S (CANADA) IN 
LATTER’S EFFORTS TO DEVELOP BUSINESS IN USSR, TOLD 
COMATT IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE APRIL 14 THAT LEADER IN 
HAMBURGER INDUSTRY MAY OPEN "PILOT RESTAURANT" IN 
MOSCOW DURING 1978. ACCORDING TO HUHS, PRESIDENT OF 
MCDONALD'S (CANADA) COHON, WAS IN MOSCOW DURING WEEK 
OF APRIL 10-14 FOR SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS WITH MOSCOW CITY 
COUNCIL (MOSSOVIET), MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE, OLYMPIC 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE AND OTHER SOVIET AGENCIES. COHON 
REPORTEDLY WAS TOLD BY SOVIETS - PRINCIPALLY BY DEPMIN 
SUSHKOV AT MFT— THAT FIRM WOULD SOON RECEIVE PERMISSION 
"IN PRINCIPLE" TO OPEN A MCDONALD S STAND IN MOSCOW. 

2. HUHS SAID THAT POSITIVE SOVIET STANCE HAD SURPRISED 
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MCDONALD S HIGH COMMAND WHO HAD EXPECTED STIFF RESISTANCE 
TO THEIR PROPOSAL. (HUHS HIMSELF SAID HE HAD CONTINUALLY 
COUNSELED MCDONALD S AGAINST MAKING A SERIOUS PITCH 
TO SOVIETS BECAUSE HE HAD BEEN CONVINCED LATTER WOULD 
NEVER CONSENT TO IMPORTATION OF ALL THE MAKINGS FOR HAM- 
BURGERS. HE HAD BEEN WRONG, HAPPILY.) MCDONALD'S DELEGA- 
TION WAS TOLD THAT SOVIETS HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH 
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"PIZZA HUT” FRANCHISE FROM U.S.(SEE REFTEL) AND "WIENER- 
WALD" FRANCHISE FROM WEST GERMANY. SUSHKOV WAS TO HAVE 
EXPLAINED TO COHON, HOWEVER, THAT HAMBURGERS HAD BEEN 


JUDGED BY SOVIETS TO BE "MORE NOURISHING" THAN PIZZA. 

THUS. IMPLICATION WAS DRAWN BY MCDONALD'S THAT THEY HAD 
A GOOD CHANCE TO FULFILL THEIR DESIRE TO OPEN A RESTAURANT 
IN MOSCOW. INCIDENTALLY, MCDONALD S HAD INSPECTED A 
SOVIET GROUND MEAT PLANT AND A BAKERY WHERE BUNS WERE 
MADE AND CAME AWAY TOTALLY UNIMPRESSED. THEY THUS HAVE 
INSISTED ON IMPORTING ALL RAW MATERIALS. 

3. HUHS CHARACTERIZED MCDONALD'S CHAIRMAN, RAY KROC WAS 
A "STERN ANTI-COMMUNIST" WHOSE RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE 
MOSCOW VENTURE WERE ONLY OVERCOME WHEN MCDONALD S 
U.S. PRESIDENT, TAYLOR, HAD CONVINCED COHON, A YOUNG 
MULTI-MILLIONAIRE, TO KEEP A LOW PROFILE - AND, PERHAPS, 

"TO MAKE A LITTLE MONEY, BUT NO BIG DEAL." 

4. IF PLAN GOES THROUGH, HUHS SAID SOVIETS HAD IN 

MIND A LOCATION FOR PILOT RESTAURANT ON GROUND FLOOR 
OF BUILDING LOCATED ON SADOVOYE-KOL'TSO OPPOSITE 
MINISTRY OF RAILROADS. WHEN ASKED ABOUT DECOR OF 
PROPOSED NEW HAMBURGER STAND, HUHS SAID THAT SOVIETS 
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HAD AGREED (ALSO IN PRINCIPLE) TO ALLOW MCDONALD’S 
TO ERECT A MODEST SIGN IN FRONT OF NEW ESTABLISHMENT 
AND, PRESUMABLY, WOULD ALLOW INTERIOR RENOVATION ALONG 
STANDARD MCDONALD'S LINES. PRIMARY EMPHASIS, HOWEVER, 
WOULD BE ON INSTALLATION OF MCDONALD'S UNIQUE KITCHEN 
EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEM FOR EFFICIENT FAST FOOD SERVICE. 
CAPACITY OF NEW RESTAURANT, ACCORDING TO HUHS, WOULD BE 
"ONLY" 10,000 MEALS PER DAY, VICE THE 7,000 MEALS PER 
HOUR RATING OF SOME OF MCDONALD'S LARGER STANDS IN U.S. 

- AND OF ITS STAND AT 1976 OLYMPIC GAMES IN MONTREAL. 

5. COMMENT: IT WAS EVIDENT FROM CONVERSATION THAT BOTH 
HUHS AND HIS CLIENT, MCDONALD'S (CANADA), WERE TAKEN 
ABACK BY EASE WITH WHICH THEY HAD SUCCEEDED IN OBTAINING 
SOVIET AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO INTRODUCE HAMBURGERS IN 
MOSCOW. ENORMITY OF WHAT THEY ARE AGREEING TO MAY ONLY 
HIT SOVIETS AFTER LINES OF PEOPLE WAITING TO GET INTO 
LENIN'S TOMB ON RED SQUARE PALE IN COMPARISON TO THOSE 
QUEUING UP FOR A "BIG MAC" AND A BAG OF FRIES ON THE 
SADOVOYE-KOL'TSO. 

6. ON THE OTHER HAND, IN ALL THIS, HOWEVER, THERE IS STILL 
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THE HUMAN ELEMENT IN THE HAMBURGER BUSINESS. DESPITE ALL 
THE EQUIPMENT AND THE IMPRESSIVE MODELS OF SUCCESS 
ELSEWHERE, IF SOVIET SERVICE PERSONNEL ARE TO BE EMPLOYED 
AND IF THEY BRING THEIR NORMAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS WORK, 

"FAST FOOD" MAY HAVE TO MAKE HASTE SLOWLY IN MOSCOW. 

TOON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOOD INDUSTRY, ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICES, BUSINESS FIRMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW08080 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 67-0600 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780445/aaaabmce.tel 

Line Count: 122 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9f9007ac-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MOSCOW 5972 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2933999 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WILL THE HAMBURGER COME TO MOSCOW? 

TAGS: EEWT, EIND, UR, US, MCDONALD, (HUHS, JOHN I) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9f9007ac-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



